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Commissioner Corner 
December is here and the official first day of winter starts 
Thursday, December 21st. So far no winter storms are in the 
forecast.  
 

At our December 5th board meeting, 
Jim Soumas, with the Teamster’s  
Union presented the Commissioners 
with a thank you from detention  
facility staff for wage increases  
received after the budget was  
approved. The discussion of  
increasing detention facility wages 
began in December of 2022 and  
ended with the budget being  
approved with a larger than  
negotiated increase. With public  
safety being an important topic in our 
community, we recognize the difficult nature of this job and appreciate all the hard 
work from our detention facility staff. Keep up the great work.  
 

Planning For Our Future 
Many of you have inquired about our newly created parking just east of the  
courthouse.  Some have also asked about plans for the Miller Building, that the 
County acquired in September 2021.  These two items are indeed directly related. 
 

As you know, portions of our operations were relocated to the Stillwater Building 
several years ago in order that we could accommodate two new district court judges 
funded by the Montana legislature. 
 

Soon after that, it became clear that we needed a longer-term view as to court and 
court related needs in Yellowstone County.  This follows what was done for the 
Sheriff’s headquarters and with our most recent detention expansion, approved by 
our voters in 2016.  The answer to all three was the same – we need more space for 
many of you going forward, especially the offices of county attorney, district court, 
clerk of court, and justice court.  While much of the rest of county operations  
outside of law enforcement and court related activities has seen very little growth 
over the past several years, growth in these areas will be necessary for the  
foreseeable future. 
 

With that in mind, Finance began a review in an attempt to come up with a long-
term option for our needs.  In January of 2021, the Board was presented with a 
lengthy report which recommended that the Miller Building (two blocks west of the 
courthouse) at 2825 3rd Avenue North would be the County’s best available option 
– meeting our criteria of price, proximity and parking. 
 

Continued on page 2... 
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Our goal, currently being developed with our architect, 
is to remodel five of the six floors in that building to 
house almost all non-court related operations currently 
at the courthouse and the Stillwater Building. At this 
point, that move would look to be in early 2026.  Before 
that happens, we will redesign courthouse space to  
address the needs of those departments listed above.  
With discussions of our judicial district potentially  
receiving more judges, after approval and funding by 
the 2025 legislative session, freeing up space and  
remodeling in the courthouse can’t come too soon. 
 

The County has worked hard to save money in our CIP 
fund to make sure we are able to cover all of this,  
without restricting anyone’s operating budget or incur a need to borrow.  We  
believe that these upcoming building projects will address our needs in these areas 
for quite some time to come. 
 

Along with this, we recognize that a move two blocks to the 
west for administrative offices could require too much of a 
walk for those employees if they are currently parking east of 
the bus transfer facility.  The main goal of our newly  
completed lot where the round building had been is to provide 
parking in the future for these employees.  In addition to this 
space, there will be some parking available at the Miller 
Building. 
 

But for now, we are replacing the parking spaces lot with the 
round building (12 spots) for electeds and department heads.  
All other new spaces will be metered as an extension of our 
agreement with the City on the current metered spots next to the courthouse.   
We look to leave them as metered for the next two years, at which point we will 
reclaim those spots for employee use. 
 

We are working and will continue to work to minimize disruptions to our 
existing operations over the next few years.  The Board, and our  
OMB Director Kevan Bryan, are always available to take your input and 
answer questions as we proceed. 
 

Thank you for the hard work you do for Yellowstone County and have a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  
 

Sincerely, 
John Ostlund, Chairman 
Board of County Commissioners 

“There are three ways to ultimate success: The first way is to be kind. 
The second way is to be kind. The third way is to be kind.”  

—Mister Rogers 



 

The Yellowstone 
County Courthouse 
will be closed on  
December 25, 2023  
in observance of Christmas, and  

January 1, 2024 in 
observance of New 
Year’s Day. 
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New Employees 
 

 

 

 

Chance Smith 

Thomas Farless 

Detention Facility 
 

Tracy Hazelett 

MetraPark 
 

Yaritza Aguilar 

County Attorney 
 

Jacqueline Gallagher 

Youth Services 
 

MaryDiane Griggs 

Eumeka Wade 

Dylan Council 

Sheriff’s Office 
 

Randi Blake 

Public Works 
 

Jerrod Montelongo 

IT 
 
 

************************** 

Recognition of Service 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

10 Years of Service 
 

Lacy Levens 
Youth Services 

12/08/2013 
 

Marilyn Morning Gun 
County Attorney 

12/16/2013 
 

*************************** 

 

 December Recipe 
 

SUNSHINE NEWS 

 

 Fa la la from The Sunshine 
Committee. A busy month for 
our lil group in December.  
The week of the 18th we will 

have a cookie and cocoa social. 
Thank you to all who decorated for  
Halloween.  What fun to see all the  
creative doors. Let’s do it again for 
Christmas.  
The winning door will get a couple of 
trays of homemade cookies.  
Also, look for our parking raffle toward 
the end of the month.  

 

31st ANNUAL 
COURTHOUSE CRAFT  

and BAKE SALE 

 
IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN.   

THE CRAFT SALE THIS YEAR 
IS DEC. 7TH & 8TH, 2023  

7:00 AM-4:00 PM   
 

Check out the baked goodies and 

crafts. 
 

Bring your 

Christmas list. 
 

We accept cash 
or checks. 

 

W-2’s and 1095’s 
W-2’s will be mailed to your home address 
on file with payroll by January 31, 2024. 
 

Proof of insurance coverage (1095’s) will 
be mailed to your home address by January 
31, 2024.  These will be mailed out by 
Trusiac, the company contracted by Yel-
lowstone County for ACA reporting re-
quirements.  Letters will be mailed from 
California. 



Work Comp Claim FREE -  Congratulations! 
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Congratulations to the following departments for November: 

Clerk & Recorder/Auditor, Commissioners, County Attorney, District Court,  
Disaster & Emergency Services, Elections, Extension, Facilities, Finance,  
Human Resources, Information Technology/GIS, Junk Vehicle, Justice Court,  
MetraPark, Motor Vehicle, Public Works, Road & Bridge, Treasurer, Weed, & 
Youth Services.  
 

In November there was 3 claim filed:  2-Sheriff’s Office, 1-Detention Facility 
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What’s New at the Sheriff’s  
Office? 

 

After 6 rounds of chemotherapy, we are 
excited to have LT Valdez back to work.   
LT Valdez has been with Yellowstone  
County for almost 25 years. Welcome back! 
 
 

GRADUATION ALERT!!!! 
 

Congratulations to Deputy Conner 
and Deputy Lee on their graduation 
from the Montana Law Enforcement 
Academy. They will now begin the  
14-week field training program.  
 

Welcome home! 
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 STAR AWARD’S 
Congratulations to Deputy Tyler Osborne for  
being recognized by his peers with “Sheriffs Star Award” 
for going above & beyond.  
 

Congratulations to Officer Miller on receiving the 3rd 
Quarter Sheriff's STAR Award for the Yellowstone County 
Detention Facility.  

Congratulations to 
Officer Lennick on his 
graduation from 
CDOB #179 at the 
Montana Law  
Enforcement  
Academy.  
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December Fun Facts 

December 7 marks the beginning of  Hanukkah this year, the eight-day Jewish festival of lights.  
December 7 is also National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. 
December 11 is International Mountain Day. 
December 13 is National Violin Day and National Day of the Horse. 
December 15 is Bill of Rights Day. 
December 16 is Underdog Day. 
December 17 is Wright Brothers Day. 
December 21 is the Winter Solstice—the astronomical day when the Earth is farthest away from the Sun. Starting in ancient 
times, people celebrated the rebirth of the Sun event through Yule. 
December 25 is Christmas Day, a Christian holiday commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ.  
December 26 is Boxing Day (Canada, UK) and the first day of Kwanzaa and National Candy Cane Day. 

https://www.almanac.com/content/when-is-hanukkah
https://www.almanac.com/calendar/date/2023-12-7
https://www.almanac.com/calendar/date/2023-12-15
https://www.almanac.com/calendar/date/2023-12-17
https://www.almanac.com/content/first-day-winter-winter-solstice
https://www.almanac.com/content/what-yule-log-christmas-traditions
https://www.almanac.com/content/when-is-christmas-meanings-origins
https://www.almanac.com/boxing-day
https://www.almanac.com/content/when-is-kwanzaa
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